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Appendix G – Enhanced Surveillance Form for Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) 
Identified in the Community 

Once completed, please send it to PICNet at picnet@phsa.ca (cc nuria.chapinal@phsa.ca) or fax to 604-875-4373  

1 Unique Identifier – assigned by BCCDC Public Health Laboratory (PHL)  _____________________________ 

2 Patient’s CPO status     Infection           Colonization            Unknown  

3 At what care setting was the patient identified with CPO?    
     Outpatient clinic                Emergency room     Community health center/clinic 
     Long-term care facility     GP’s office                 Other, please specify ____________ 

4 Has the patient travelled outside Canada within the past 12 months?  
 Yes, please specify the name of the country _______________________   Country not provided        
 No          Unknown 

5 Has the patient had an overnight stay in a hospital or undergone medical/surgical procedure (e.g., 
endoscopic procedure, inserting catheter, hemodialysis, outpatient surgery) outside of Canada within the 
past 12 months? 

 Yes, please specify the name of the country _______________________   Country not provided 
 No          Unknown 

6 Has the patient had an overnight stay or longer in any BC care facilities (e.g., hospital, residential care 
facility) within the past 12 months? 

 Yes, please specify the name of the facility _____________________________________ 
 No          Unknown 

7 Has the patient had contact with a known CPO case within the past 12 months? 
 Yes, please specify the nature of contact:     

             Household, i.e., a family member with CPO       
             Non-household, i.e., a friend/acquaintance with CPO 
             Healthcare facility, i.e., stayed in the same care unit or long-term care facility with a 

patient/resident with CPO 
             Other, please specify ____________________________ 

 No          Unknown 

If the patient was infected with CPO, please answer the following questions 

8 Site(s) of infection (Check all that apply) 
     Bloodstream        Urinary tract       Respiratory tract       Wound       Surgical site  
     Other, please specify ____________________________ 

9 Was the patient admitted to a BC hospital due to current CPO infection?  
 Yes, the patient was admitted due to CPO infection. Specify the name of the facility _____________ 
 No,   the patient was admitted due to other medical conditions.  
 No,   the patient was not admitted 
 Unknown 


	CPO Surveillance Protocol 2021.pdf
	Preamble
	1. Objectives of CPO Surveillance
	2. Methods
	a. Population under surveillance
	 Patients admitted to acute care facilities
	 People at high risk of acquiring CPO as defined by the health authority (e.g., patients who receive intensive medical care at outpatient settings, such as hemodialysis clinics, oncology clinics, bone marrow or solid organ transplant clinics, etc.)

	b. Minimum screening swabs
	 Admission screening swabs
	- Anyone who has had an overnight stay in a hospital or has undergone a medical/ surgical procedure outside Canada within the past 12 months
	- A health authority may choose to expand admission screening swabs to patients who had any healthcare encounter outside Canada or travelled to CPO endemic regions within the past 12 months

	 Other screening swabs
	- Anyone who was transferred from a care unit or care facility which is under investigation for ongoing CPO transmission
	- Anyone who was deemed high risk for CPO acquisition by the health authority, such as the roommates or close contact of a known CPO-positive individual

	 Serial screening swabs

	c. Sample collection
	 Screening sample
	- Rectal swab (preferred) with fecal staining (required)
	- Stool sample is acceptable if rectal swab is not available

	 Clinical sample
	- Sample(s) from open wounds, blood, urine, tracheostomies, ostomies, intravenous catheter sites, and others as appropriate

	 Contact tracing sample
	- Rectal swab (preferred) with fecal staining (required)
	- Stool sample is acceptable if rectal swab is not available


	d. Scope
	 Screening sample: Enterobacteriaceae
	 Clinical sample: Enterobacteriaceae, Pseudomonas spp., and Acinetobacter spp.
	 Contact tracing sample: organisms that may harbour a targeted CPO gene(s)

	e. Case identification and confirmation
	f. Eligible case
	The case of CPO is defined by carbapenemase gene for the provincial surveillance. A new case of CPO is a carbapenemase gene that was identified from a patient isolate for the first time in the province.
	 The same gene identified from the same patient will be regarded as the same case of CPO, regardless of bacterial species or sample types.
	 Different carbapenemase genes identified from the same patient are considered different cases of CPO, regardless of whether they are identified in the same isolate, or different isolates from the same sample, or subsequent samples.
	 All newly identified carbapenemase genes from a patient with CPO either colonization or infection are considered new cases of CPO.

	g. Case reporting
	 If the CPO positive isolate was obtained from patients admitted to an acute care facility, including long-term care units or facilities that are housed in or affiliated to an acute care facility, the submitting laboratory will inform the Infection P...
	 If the CPO positive isolate was obtained at community healthcare settings, including:
	- isolates forwarded by community laboratories to PHL
	- isolates obtained from all residential care facilities identified by any laboratory
	- isolates obtained from outpatient clinics or emergency department visits, where the patient was not subsequently admitted to an acute care facility
	PHL and submitting laboratory will inform the local Medical Health Officer (MHO) as a Reportable Condition based on the location of patient’s residence (including First Nations peoples on and off reserve and clients/residents in the residential care f...

	 PHL Medical microbiologist will inform HA’s IPAC program of CPO cases identified in the communities within their HA.
	 The MHO’s Office and IPAC within each HA will continue to communicate with each other regarding CPO cases identified in their HA.

	h. Surveillance data collection
	 New cases in acute care settings
	- For a new case of CPO (either colonization or infection), the surveillance form for CPO (Appendix C) must be submitted.
	- If the patient is infected with CPO, or if the patient was initially reported as CPO colonization and subsequently developed into a CPO infection within a year from initial identification, an addendum form for CPO infection (Appendix D) must be subm...

	 New cases in community healthcare settings

	i. CPO transmission investigation
	 Initiation of investigation
	 Closure of investigation
	 Notification of CPO transmission investigation


	3. Data Management and Reporting
	Appendix A - Laboratory Interpretive Criteria for Identifying Suspected Carbapenemase- Producing Organisms (CPO)

	Binder1.pdf
	Appendix B-G

	CPO Surveillance Protocol 2021
	Appendix C – Surveillance Form for Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) Identified in Acute Care Facility
	Appendix D – Addendum Form for Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) Infections Identified in Acute Care Facility
	Appendix E – Notification of Ongoing Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) Transmission Investigation
	* A case that makes health authority suspected of CPO transmission. It may be or may not be the first case in the transmission.

	Appendix F –  Letter to Ordering Provider in Response to CPO Cases Identified in the Community
	Appendix G – Enhanced Surveillance Form for Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) Identified in the Community
	Appendix H – Process Flowchart for Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) Surveillance
	Contact information


	Unique Identifier  assigned by BCCDC Public Health Laboratory PHL_3: 
	Infection: Off
	Colonization_2: Off
	Unknown_6: Off
	Outpatient clinic: Off
	Emergency room: Off
	Community health centerclinic: Off
	Longterm care facility: Off
	GPs office: Off
	Other please specify_6: Off
	undefined_12: 
	Has the patient travelled outside Canada within the past 12 months: 
	Yes please specify the name of the country: Off
	No_2: Off
	Country not provided_2: Off
	Unknown_7: Off
	endoscopic procedure inserting catheter hemodialysis outpatient surgery outside of Canada within the: 
	Yes please specify the name of the country_2: Off
	No_3: Off
	Country not provided_3: Off
	Unknown_8: Off
	Has the patient had an overnight stay or longer in any BC care facilities eg hospital residential care: 
	Yes please specify the name of the facility: Off
	No_4: Off
	Unknown_9: Off
	Yes please specify the nature of contact: Off
	No_5: Off
	Household ie a family member with CPO: Off
	Nonhousehold ie a friendacquaintance with CPO: Off
	Healthcare facility ie stayed in the same care unit or longterm care facility with a: Off
	Other please specify_7: Off
	patientresident with CPO: 
	Unknown_10: Off
	Bloodstream_2: Off
	Urinary tract_2: Off
	Respiratory tract_2: Off
	Wound_2: Off
	Surgical site_2: Off
	Other please specify_8: Off
	undefined_13: 
	Yes the patient was admitted due to CPO infection Specify the name of the facility: Off
	No the patient was admitted due to other medical conditions: Off
	No   the patient was not admitted: Off
	Unknown_11: Off
	undefined_14: 


